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a secaneniiainanl 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


SHORTNESS OF TIME. 

Job vii. 6. “ My days are swifier than a weaver’s 
shuttle.” 

Timg passes almost imperceptibly. Its precious 
moments fly apace—and yet we are imsensible of 
the rapidity with which they pass, never, no, never 
toreturn. It is only when we look back upon years 
that have rolled into. eternity, and call to remem- 
brance the serious periods of our existence, that 
we are forcibly reminded that the wheels of time 
wait not for us—that. our days are a3 grass; asa 
flower of the field, which openeth at the rising of 
the sun, and is closed at evening, never to open 
again; that they are indeed “ swifter than a weayer’s 
shuttle ;” that our existence here, is comparatively 
but as a shadow, which appeareth for a moment, and 
then vanisheth. 

But a few years since, we were children, had but 
just commenced the tour of life—behold! we are 
now men and women. Many of us have arrived at 
the merfflian off life, some have passed the meridian ; 
while others have advanced im life quite to the full 
age of man, their heads are already frosted for the 
grave, and their trembling limbs and fading vision for- 
cibly remind,us that we are fast ripening for the cold 
embrace of death. A few more revolutions of the 
earth ; a few more scenes to run, and all of us, both 
old and young, will be no more ; the sun of our mor- 
tal existence will be set forever, beneath the horizon 

of time ! 


‘Every beating pulse we tell, 
Leaves but the number less.” 


The period cannot be very far distant, at the far- | 


_ therest, when the earthly house of our tabernacle 
will be dissolved, our bodies shrouded in the leaden 
' Mantle of death, and borne away to that rayless 
| Mansion—that house appointed for all living, the 
| wold, dreary and cruel grave ! 

Notwithstanding the rapidity with which time 


passes, and bears on its wing to the shades of obliv- | 


ion, all that is human; all that our tenderest affec- 
tions cleave to here below, yet we are often wishing | 
is different periods to an end, | ential that, each 


basses is gone, to. he seem tes ed 
joyed no more forever ! sige 





feel thy withering grasp ! and then wilt sda calim- 
ly sink to repose upon the bosom of eternity. 
' a. FP. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE’ 
OSTENTATION AND HOMILITY—conrrastep. 


God has implanted passions in the heart of man, 
but he has also given tle noble faculty of reason to 
govern and regulate them. His mind is ever active, 
and easily receives impressions of good and evil ! 
and the opinions and habits which are formed in ear- 
ly life, most frequently determine the future char- 
acter. Among the many vices which attach them- 
selves to man, is ostentation. It is a vice not only de- 
gracing in itself, but in the eye of Deity, odious and de- 
testable. It presents itself under a variety of forms : 
But in the present consideration of this subject, we 
will examine it in a moral and religious point of view. 

There is no vice that debases and corrodes the 
best and purest feelings of the soul, and has a great- 
er influence upon weak and trifling minds, than the 
vice under consideration. The source from whence 
it usually emanates is the fountain of ignorance.— 
The influence it has upon the mind depends ina 
great measure upon the habits, disposition and edu 
cation of its possessor. J.ook, for a moment, at that 
person in whose affections ostentation has taken a 
deep and firm hold ; and mark his conduct : He de- 
spises the voice of friendship and instruction: he is 
puffed up with his own self-sufficiency : he is im- 
patient when reminded of errors; his disposition is 
proud and impious : he looks down with contempt 
upon those who differ from him, eithér in civil, mor- 
al or religious opinions : his creed. is, “ stand off, for 
I am more holy and more moral than thou.” 

Ostentation is the most intimate companion of 
fools : it is the vice of little and contemptible minds, 
and is totally inconsistent with generous and liberal 
feelings. The man of ostentation assumes té himself 
talents and acquirements which he never possessed : 
he claims superiority over his equals, and those 
who, by the providence of God, are not in circum- 
stances equal to bimself, he treats with contumely 
and disdain. It shows itself ina very conspicuous 
manner among those who by mere accident, and a 
train of fortuitous circumstances, wealth has poured 
into their coffers more abundantly than. their less 
fortunate neighbours. Does not ostentation reign 
predominant in their vain imaginations? Does it not 
lead them to look with an eye of contempt upon 
those who have not been so highly blessed with the 


“| good things of this world as themselves ? Does it not 


induce them to fill the highest seats, both in ‘church 


N-| und state, above their:fellow-men, which they do ower, 
_ «| Bot merit ?.Do they-not intrude and push themselves | chatity.”’ | 
Such | into situations of profit and advantage, to which they | minds; and. 
: Remencwinmepiineiiins ? An exalted ' opinion Lek Ee , 





| coationnigen 


neniats Tis pasa which ‘katt 





us to fini erroneous conceptions of our own pow- 
ers, and flatters us with the possession of qualities 
we have no right toclaim. By thinking of ourselves 
more highly than we ought to think, we are inclined 
to reject and turn from the instruction of those whd 
are capable of guiding us, and hence, we are led in- 
to the devious paths of error and folly. Ostentation 
is destructive to our own happiness; ‘it is a root of 
bitterness, which poisons many of the enjoyments of 
life,’ its origin is base and corrupt ; it is not only in- 
jurious to ourselves and others, but it is a sin against 
the Most High. By the indulgence of this passion, 
we not only injure our own dispositions and the 
feclings of our fellow-creatures, but we set at defi- 
ance the commands of God and. the example of his 
Son Jesus Christ. This leads us to consider the op- 
posite of ostentation ; Humility. Our Saviour has 
set us an example of humility and meekness, and we 
have the strongest inducements to cultivate this ami- 
able and lovely characteristic of the divine Redeemer. 
Humility stands high among the christian jewels, 
“it is the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which in the sight of God is of great price.” We 
are to bear in mind that ostentation is the compan- 
ion of ignotance and folly, and draws down upon 
their heads the contempt and disgust of the wise 
and good. If we wish to be respected in life, culti- 
vate the divine virtue of humility : It will segqure to 
us the respect of our fellow-creatures, and the appro- _ 
bation of our divine Parent. If we really possess 
more talents, more wealth, and’ more advantages 
than many of our fellow-creatures, we should re- 
member that it is from God that we have received 
all the blessings and benefits of life, and that we are 
in possession of nothing that we did not derive from 
him. The very spirit of the gospel teaches humil- 
ity ; that we are to consider our accountability to 
God for the improvement of the various blessings 
that we receive from his munificent hand ; that we 
are to increase the happiitess of our fellow sbebtigs by 
our kindness and affection, by our mild and affee- 
tionate advice for their interest in knowledge’ and in 
virtue. Let us never forget that God 
humility ; that our blessed Saviour has 
his benediction upon that person who iio tatn. 
die and contrite spizit.” Although he was the Son. 
of the most High, when he was on earth, he set an 
example of humility, that is worthy. of our imitation. 
His precepts and. admonitions ; yea, his “whole life 
ility. If we believe 
hie discard the 
; sos cherish and esteem 






































heme pts , 2, and rend 
af eternity a delightful Tepast to the soul. 
Avoid “ostentation and spiritual pride, or an over- 
weaning conceit of superior sanctity, a temper altogeth. 
er foreign from that of true and real christianity, the 
spirit of which is humility and reverence towards 
God, and condescension and affability towards men. 
The true christian will be humble, his piety will be 
ardent, it will burn with a steady flame, and shine 
brighter and brighter until the perfect day. _ His 1t- 
ligion will not be known by noise and confusion, or 
by the extravagant fervours of a wild enthusiasm : 
It is that of the “still small voice,” which touches 
the heart, improves the life, increases his love to 
God and proves a blessing to those with whom he 
associates. The great evidence of the truth and ra- 
tionality of his faith is, that it changes his heart and 
affections from a love of sin to that of holiness; that 
his views of the divine character are.such as a hum- 
ble and dependent creature should ever entertain to- 
wards his Creator, that his affections are fixed upon 
divine things, and his whole confidence for time and 
eternity, is placed upon the everlasting arm of J 
hovah. A deep sense of the divine presence and 
his own dependence, is always impressed upon his 
mind in the daily concerns of life ; God is not forgot- 
ten in all his thoughts ; his most ardent wish is so to 
live, as constantly to enjoy the “ favour of God, which 
is life, and his loving kindness, which is better than 
life.” In his devotions, whether in public or private, 
all his wants both for time and eternity, are humbly 
presented before that Being, who is the great Au- 
thor of light, life and salvation, He is excited to 
look by faith to that glorious day, when he will be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption and admit- 
‘ted into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
May we all, from love tothe divine Being, and his 
Son Jesus Christ, follow the paths of humility, re- 
move ostentation and pride from our hearts, and 
when these are removed, many temptations to sin 
will be avoided. The best method to remove these 
evils, is to go to the,source from whence they origin- 


ated, and mingle in the Fountain with a spirit of 


meekness and humility : ‘Then will those bitter wa- 
ters be changed into the sweet waters of consolation, 
from whence will constantly flow universal love and 
charity to the whole family of man. AS 32. 


REVIEW OF MR. FISK’S EXAMINATION, 
(coNCLUDED FROM PAGE 75.) 

We are now about to consider the strength of Mr. 
F’s last resort : and if this argument should fail him, 
his cause is, indeed, hopeless. 

In order to prove that the Greek aron, necessarily 
signifies endless duration, Mr. F, has resorted to the 
writings of Zristotle, a Heathen philosopher, who di- 
ed before the birth of Christ, 323 years. Or, rather, 
he has quoted what Dr. Adam Clark has said of the 
testimony of this philosopher. Now the only partic- 
ular on which Mr. F. places his dependence for the 
support of his doctrine is this-- God was termed 
aisan, because he was ahvays existing.” 
F. thinks, settles the controversy, as to the meaning 
of the word aron. 


We are perfectly disposed to give theauthority of 


énjptotle all the weight which it deserves. And our 


This, Mr, 





ate sit ' Veildgc ate a Tittle excited, in 


champion of endless misery, despairing of success 
from the testimony of inspiration, fleeing to the wri- 
tings of a pagan philosopher to support the doctrine 
of endless and unmerciful wretchedness! Had he 
have thought that the doctrine was capable of sup- 
port from the scriptures, the conclusion is perfectly 
natural, that he would have quoted them as the best 
authority, He is welcome, however, to ayail hin- 
self of uny heathen authority, if he thinks the doc- 
trine of endless misery can be better defended by 
that, than by the scriptures ; and that it better ac- 
cords with the numerous systems of the ancient pa- 
gan philosophers, we readily admit. 

But what doves this testimony of Aristotle prove, 
which has not been admitted by the reviewer? It 
applies this word to Deity, to denote the duration of 
his existence ; and when so used, no one disputes its 
unlimited signification: For nothing is plainer, than 
that terms, which signify duration indefinitely, al- 
ways take a signification corresponding to the na- 
ture of the subject to which they are applied. But 
that Aristotle frequently applied this original word 
to things of limited duration, Mr. F. will got venture 
to deny: And in case he considered this word as 
necessarily implying endless duration, he would be 
inexcusable for the application of it to things of lim- 
ited continuance : Nor could any man plead, in ex- 
tenuation of such unwarrantable liberties, on the 
part of that philosopher, that it originated in the 
paucity of his knowledge, or the .barrenness of the 
Greek language. Thus we see that Mr. F’s appeal 
to Aristotle gives no adequate support to his favorite 
theory of endless woe. 

We shall now admit, for the sake of the argument, 
that aron, and its derivatives, necessarily signify 
endless duration ; and quote a few texts in which 
they occur, to show the absurdity of such a conclu- 
sion. 

St. Mat. 22. 


xiii. ‘‘He also that received seed 


the 





kai eti,) for ever and ever. sk i rendered — 
FROM AGE TO AGE, AND FARTHER. But according to 
argument. of our opponent, it should read, from 
one endless duration to another, and further still / 

Dan: xii. 3. “ And they that turn many to right. 
eous as stars, (eis fous aionas, feat eti,) for ever and 


-ever.”-—Literally—raroucH THE AGES, AND Far-. 


THER. But to suit Mr. F’s definition, it should read 
—through endless durations, and farther ! 

Micah iv. 5. “ And we will walk in the name of 
the Lord our God, (eis ton atona, kai epekuina,) for 
ever and ever,’’—and which, according to the argu- 
ment of Mr. F. should have read—to endless duration, 
and beyond it ! 

‘These passages, (and more might be quoted ifthe 
argument required it,) show clearly, that arox, and 
iis derivatives, do not signify endless duration, except 
the nature of the subject be such as to require that 
definition. We may, therefore, set it down as arule, 
that these words do not impart the sense of endless 
duration to, but only receive that sense, from the 
subjects to which they are applied.—To this rule, 
however, Mr. F. objects, and charges us with suppo- 
sing that they mean nothing of themselves ; but take 
ther meaning from the words to which they are 
joined. — ' 

We must confess, that in this instance, he has ta- 
ken the most sure method to deceive his readers ; 
and for this reason, we sincerely regret that our mod- 
est request, to occupy one twentieth of the columns 
of ZION’S HERALD, was not granted ; as thereby 
his readers would have been undeceived, in this par- 
ticular. To show, however, how entirely destitute 
of truth for its support, this Statement is,ggve will 
again state, what we have before said in substance ; 
namely,—that aion, and its derivatives, always mean 
duration, Sut with a variety, which is marked by the 
nature of the subjects to which they are applied by 
the urexicaL writers. But, as we have before re- 


among the thorns is he that heareth the word ; and | marked, Mr. F. objects to this rule of exegesis : and 


the care (tou avenos toutow) of this world, and the de- 
ceitfulness of riches choke the word,” &c. Accord- 
ing to Mr. F, this should read, and the care of this 
ENDLESS DURATION, and the deceitfuiness of 
riches choke, &c. Verse 39. ** The harvest is the 
end (fou aionos) of the world.”—But according to 
the argument of Mr. F. it should read, the end of 
endless duration! We might multiply examples of 
this kind, (for the scriptures abound with them, ) to 
show the absurdity of Mr. F’s position ; but these 
are deemed sufficient for the present. Should Mr. 
F, however, demand more, we are ready to give 
them to the pubiick. 

It may be useful to give a specimen of a different 
class of texts in which this word is used ia the Old 
Testament. Exod, xxi. 6. “Then. his master shall 
bring bim unto the judges, (read the text and context) 
he shall bring him to the door, or unto the door-post, 
and his master shall bore his ear through with an 
awl, and he shall serve him (eis ton aiona) for ever.” 
According to Mr. F's definition, as long as Ged he 
exist £ » 

- If any thing more decisive beieauted the follow. 





ing examples will be all-sufficient, to demonstrate | though 
the untenableness of Mr. F’s position. Exod. xy. 


yet, he has sanctioned its correctness by acknowl- 
edging, that when these words are applied to sub- 
jects that are evidently limited in their continuance, 
they are to be taken in a restricted sense. . Thus his 
own acknowledgment overthrows the. fabrick which 
he has so long laboured to ereet and defend ! 


Mr. F. tells his readers that “no English scholar need | 


be informed, what the meaning of the terms (for ever 


and everlasiing,) is, in English.” True; and when they - 


find them connected with Mountains, hills, the priest- 
hood of Aarun and his Sons, the manner of their annu- 
al offerings, the land of Canaan, the Covenant of cir- 
cumcision, or the duration of three days and nights, as 
in Jonah, they need not be told that they signify a im- 
ited time. Whoever soberly reflects upon the perfec- 
tions of Deity, and learns from the declarations of Je- 


| hovah, that he “will have all men to be saved ; that he 


doeth according to his will in the army of heaven and 
amongst the inhabitants of the earth, ‘and none cag 
stay his hand ; that he worketh all. things after the 
counsel of his own will; that he hath testified the 
‘restituiion of all things, by the mouth of all. his: holy: 
prophets ; that he will not cast off for ever, for’ 

though he cause grief, yet he will have compassion @ 
according to the multitude of his mercies, for be, 


: 
s 


{ 
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doth not afflict willing}?'n nor pieve the children of 
men ; that he will not contend for ever, nor be al- 
ways wroth ; that by Jesus Christ, he will reconcile 
all things unto himself; that he will gather together 
in one, all things in Christ ; that as in Adam all dic, 
» even so in Christ shall all be made alive ; ¢hat all Is- 
rae] shall be saved, (stolwithstanding their great wichk- 
adness,) and the fulness of the Gentiles shall come 
in; and that every creature in heaven, on earth, un- 

der the eatth, in the sea, and all thatare in them, | 
will say, blessing, and honour, and glory, and power 
be unto HIM that sitteth wpon the throne, and unto 
the Lawn for ever and cver,’—and a multitude of 
similar testimonies -—When, therefore, he reflects | 
upon the perfections of God, and compares them | 





with these testimonies, he need not be told, that 
the words, for ever, everlasting and eternal, when ap- 
plied to sin and punishment, must have a limited | 
signification: For the contrary supposition would 
he a direct denial of God’s truth in the above cited 
declarations ; and which, if they were permitted to 
fail, would destroy every ground of rational confi- 
dence, and unperry the Creator of the Universe ! 

One position which Mr. F. assumed, we have hith- 
erto omitted through inadvertence. It is in sub- | 
stance the following. —‘ God permits sin and suffer- 
ing in this world, and as he is an unchangeable Be- 
ing, the inference is just, that he will permit their | 
existence in a future state, and to endless duration.’ 

This argument is like a mere fog, which, at a dis- 
lance, appears impenetrable, but on a nearer ap- 
proach, vanishes away. We must, however, admit 
it forthe present, and reason accordingly. And, 
what shall we say ? Why, God permits wars, and 
murders, and thefls, and robbery, and earthquakes, and 
voleanos, and sickness, and pain, and death, in this 
world ; and as he is unchangeable, he must permit 
them in a future state, and te’ endless duration !—- 
God permitted his Son Jesus Christ to be tempted, 
tried, made sorrowful, weighed down with grief, and 
to be crucified between two thieves ;—and of course, 
he must be subject to all these evils to endless dura- 
tion, because God is unchangeable ! } 

Mr, F. and Mr. P. have been permitted, in this 
world, to engage ina theological discussion ;—and 
according to Mr. F’s argument, founded on anahgy, 
they will be engaged in a theological debate im a fu- 
lure and spiritual state of existence! A thousand 
' samples might be added, to show the prepostrous 
character of Mr. F’s argument fouaded on analogy ; 
| but these examples are even more than enough, for 

sich as possess any tolerable undefstanding. It 
_ Wouldl be easy to show that the doctrine of analogy 
is entirely against Mr. F. 9 our limits, at present, 


forbid. 
To conclude his scsieinadinls Mr F. tells his read- 


¢rs, in substance, that he does not expect to con- 
vince us of the truth of his doctrine, &e. He might 
With propriety anticipate a failure in this undertak- 
ing, when he found himself under the necessity of 
_ Substituting assertion for proof, and ridicule for argu- 
ment. We truly commisserate his situation, and ac- 
®mpany him with our best wishes, that he may nev- 
et again pe lish a sermon, the sentiments of which, | 





| fairness in the management of a theological argu- 


! to the columns of Zion’s Herald, which will remove 


| tions, wholly destitute of fact for their support. 


to elevate their views of the character of Deity ; in- 





he cannot vindicate ; nor again attack a writer, @| 
Pat of whose argument#ke is obliged to pass over 


in silence, and torture the remainder, in order to keep 
himself in continuance. : 

In closing, he tells the publick, that he “ did not 
begin the argument with - Pickering, so neither 
does he expect to end it.” It is true, that he did not 
attack Mr. P. in particular ; but he made an unpro- 
voked attack upon the whole order, in the sermon 
which he published, and which has been reviewed. 
The controversy, therefore, was commenced by him ; 
and if he chooses to pursue the discussion, we are 
not disposed to shrink from the investigation, how- 
ever much we may deplore his want of candour and 


ment. We hope, in case he commences a new se- 
ries of communications, that we shall be admitted in- 


the deceptions to which the readers of that paper 
have hitherto been subjected, by numerous asser- 


We now take our leave of this controversy, with 
the hopes that by the blessing of God, it may serve 
to guard the minds of those who read our numbers , 
against the power of deception and despair ; assist 


, crease their leye to his worp and his taw, and en- 

large the sphere of their active benevolence towagls 

the human race ; which will fully meet the design 

and prayer of the Reviewer. D. PICKERING. 
Providence, R. I. Dec. 14, 1825. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
NEGLECT. 

I know thee by thy stiff and frigid air, 

Thy cold averted eye, or vacant stare. 

Oft have I seen thee when a storm was nigh, 

And adverse winds were howling bleak and high, 

Riding upen a cloud of yapours dense, 

Compos’d of scorn, and deep malevolence, 

Exhal’d from shipwreck’d hopes and wounded pride, 

I heei thee not—triumphant thou may’st ride. 


Shielded by conscience, thou canst harm me not, 
And soon thy icy form will be forgot, 
For Faith can raise me far above thy power, 
Hasten, O-God ! that blest and happy hour, 
When Peace and Truth shall dwell upon the earth, 
And man be valued for his innate worth, 
When Love shall dwell on this terrestrial ball, 
Each foe subdued, and God be all in all. 

. JUSTINA. 





SELECTIONS. 








FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


DEDICATION. 

According to appointment, the new Universalist 
Meeting House at Haverhill, Mass. was solemnly 
dedicated to the worship of the God and Father 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus wes on Wednesday 
30th ultimo... 

The introductory Prayer was: offered by Br. ‘Wil- 
liam Bell, of New-Salem, N.H. 

The Consecrating Prayer by ae Thomas waeser 
more of Cambridgeport. = - 


‘The reading of the Sevptce and Sermon by) 


The ‘Cotightgacon was more numerous ian on 


| be conveniently accommodated, and the good o 


which was maintained, together with the devout ea 
solemn demeanour of the assemblage, gave accept: 

able evidence that the season was a time of refresh- 

ing from the presence of the Lord. That part of 
the devotions, which was performed by the choir, 
was not only edifying to the heart, but was performed 
in a style which highly commended both the skill 
and voices of the performers. 

The House is admirably constructed for conven- 
ience, contains 74 pews, besides a gallery for the 
choir, and is so situated on the acclivity which rises 
north of the Merrimack as to present a beautiful 
appearance to the traveller as he passes through 
Bradford, and commands ap extensive prospect. 
Both prayers and hopes exercise our hearts, that the 
exertions which the believers ,in God’s universal 
Goodness have made in that place, for their accom- 
modation in offering their devotions to the Father 
of mercies, and for the promotion of divine truth in 
that region, may prove abundantly . productive in 
their desired effects. 


EPISTOLARY. 

The following letter from the philanthropic and 
venerable Rusu, to the Rev. Eraanan WINCHESTER, 
will show in what estimation he held that and 
good man, and his belief in the final victory of be- 
nevolence over all sin, death and torment, Let 
those, who doubt the benign influence of our faith, 
consider what the Doctor says in another letter, and 
remember that he testifies what he hadseen. ‘* The 
Universal Doctrine prevails more and more in our 
country, particularly among persons eminent for or 
piety, in whom it is not a mere speculation, b 
new principle of action in the heart, prompting 
practical godliness.” 

PuILapeLpara, NovemBer 12, 1791. 

Dear Sir,—Accept of my thanks for your long Iet- 
ter by the Pigeu, and your valuable publications 
which accompanied it. Your Letters to Mr. Taylor 
contain many new and striking ideas. Your Funer- 
al Sermon for Mr. John Westley does honour to the 
philanthropy of your universal principles. I admire 
and honour that great man above any man that has 
lived since the time of the Apostles: his writings 
will ere long revive in support of our doctrine—for 
if Christ died for all, as Mr. Westley always taught, it 
will soon appear a ncessary consequence that all shall 
be saved. But what shall I say to your fourth vol- 
ume of Lectures on the Prophecies ? Accept « of my 
thanks over and over, for the instraction a 
ment I have derived from reading: ‘them. “They: are 
now inthe hands of my dear friend, and old preceptor 
in medicine, Dr. Redman, who speaks in: 
terms of them, and calls you our 7 ecological Newt 
Go on, my dear Sir, with your iethrcby into the 
true meaning of the Si res. 
er much neglected or oposed now, will be precious 
to those generations which are to follow us ; and like 


eer years hence a 8 much our 
pe:thone vie eat -ontemporagieg, 





B?. Hosen Ballou of Boston. 
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but in proportic 

dye, we approach nearer to the Source of all Love— 
for he loves, and serves all the gencrations of his 
ereatures with an equal affection. 

I contemplate with you the progress of reason and 
liberty in Europe with great pleasue. *Republican 
forms of government are the best repositories of the 
Gospel : I therefore suppose they are intended as 
preludes to a glorious manifestation of its power and 
influence upon the hearts of men. The language 
of these free and equal governments seems to be 
like that of John the Baptist of old, “ Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord—make his paths strait.” 
nevolent spirit which has lately appeared in the 
world, in its governments,—in its numerous philan- 
thropic and humane societies—and even in public en- 
tertainments, remind me of the first efforts of a child 
to move its body orlimbs. These efforts are strong, 
but irregular, and often in a contrary direction to that 
which is intended. Time and a few unsuccessful 
experiments soon bring these motions into a proper 
direction. The same will happen, Ihave no doubt, 
to the present kind, but irregular and convulsive 
impulses of the human heart. At present they lead 
men to admire and celebrate human lights, and hu- 
man. deliverers, but ere long public admiration 
and praise will rise to him who is the true light of the 
world, and who only delivers from evils of every 
kind. At present we wish liberty to the whole world. 
But the next touch of the celestial magnet upon the 
human ‘heart will direct it into wishes for the salve- 
tion of all mankind. 

Yours sincerely, 
BENJAMIN RUSH. 

*When the Doctor wrote this, the horrible anarchy 


produced by French principles had not been experi 
enced, as it has since. 


RELIGION, 

The following sentiments ofan able divine deserve 
attention. 

“ It isan error to believe that devotion nourishes 
a spirit of severity, in judging of the manners and 
characters of others. Under this reproach, indeed, 
it has so long suffered in the world, that, with too 
many, the appellation of devout, suggests no other 
character, but that of a sour, recluse bigot, who de- 
lights in censure.—But the reproach is unjust ; for 
such a spirit is entirely opposite to the nature of true 
devotion. The very first traces it imprints on the 
mind are candor and humility. Its principles are 
liberal. Its genius is unassuming and mild.—Severe 
only to itself, it makes every allowance to others 
which humanity can suggest. It claims no privilege 
of looking into their hearts, or of deciding with re- 
spect to their eternal state. If your supposed devo- 
tion produce contrary effects : if it infuse harshness 
into your sentiments, and acrimony into your speech, 
you may conclude, that under a serious appearance, 
carnal passions lurk. And if ever it shall so far lift 
you up with self-conceit, as to make you establish 
your own opinions as an infallible standard for the 
whole Christian world, and lead you to consign to 
perdition, all who differ from you, either in some 
doctrinal tenets, or in the mode of expressing them : 
you may rest assured that, to much pride, you haye 


n as we attain to this sublime act of | joined 


The be- 


mich ignorance of both the nature of deve- first expression; she wipes a | 

tion, and of the gospel of Christ, shed, and to her we are indebted for our chief pleas. ~ 

lures. In fact, nature seems to have confided man te 

Irresolution and mutability are often the faults of | her continual care; the cradle of infancy is her 

men, whose views are wide, and whose imagination ; peculiar charge, and her kind-compassion smooths 

is vigorous and excursive, because they cannot con- | the bed of death.” 
fine their thoughts within their own boundaries of 


| action, but are continually ranging over all the scenes} - 4 a9 gimiatical spirit inclinies'a man to be censorious 
|of human existence, and consequently are often | of his neighbours. Every one of it etin fidibions 

apt to conceive that they fall upon new regions | appear to him written as it were with sunbeams, and 
| of pleasure, and start new possibilities of hap- i the crows angry that his neighbour does not see it in 
piness. Thus they are busied with a perpetual | the same light. He is tempted to disdain his cor. 
succession of schemes, and pass their lives in alter- | respandents, as men-of'# low and dark understanding, 


neke chition. ane aay ne rem x _ — -_ | because they will not believe what he does. 
immoveable acquiescence in their condition, by which 


men of slower understandings are fixed forever to a 
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Instead ofa blind and ever misjudging partiality, 





certain point or led on in the plain beaten track, | 
which their farthers and grandsires have trod before 
them. 


The narrowness that belongs to human souls in 
general, is a great imperfection and impediment to 
wisdom and happiness. There are but few persons 


who can contemplate or practice several things at | 


once ; our faculties are verv limited and while we 
are intent upon one part or property ofa subject, we 
have but a slight glimpse ofthe rest, or we lose it 
out of sight. But it is a sign of a large and capacious 
mind, if we can with one single view take in a variety 
of objects ; or at least when the mind can apply itself 
to several objects with so swift a succession, and in 
so few moments, asattains almost the same ends as 
if it were all done in the same instant. 


Some there are who appear to walk the road of 
life with great circumspection, and make no step till 
they think themselves secure from the hazard of a- 
precipice ; when neither pleasure nor profit can’ 
tempt them from the beaten path ; who refuse to 
climb lest they should fall, or to run lest they should 
stumble, and move slowly forward without any com- 
pliance with those passions by which the heady and 
vehement are seduced and betrayed. 


Crrricat Joxe.—Dr. Griffin, celebrated forortho- 
dox and fot preaching, happening one morning to 
take breakfast with some ofthe more liberal creed, 
remarked that the coffee hada singular taste. The 
rest of the company could discover nothing but the 
flavour of the bean. The Dr. once more applied 
his gustatories, and was sure it had the ‘taste of sul. 
phur’ ‘1expect, facetiously retorted his brother in 
black, that the coffee is good enough, but you have 
not got the taste out of your mouth since last Sunday.’ 


The celebrated Segur, on Female Education, just- 
ly remarks, “Heaven, in creating woman, seemed 
to say to man, behold either the torment or delight | 
of your present and future existence. Give a direc- 
tion to this being, calculated by the extreme pliancy | 


wish to bestow onher. I is another self which 1 offer. 


you ; in taking charge of her, you ought in a certain, Gia 
degree to identify her with yourself! Her breast | 





sustains and nourishes us ; her hands divect our ear- 
liest steps ; her gentle voice teaches us (o lisp our 


would it not be better for parents accurately to ex- 





amine and to appreciate the faculties of their chil- 
'dren; that so by an attentive cultivation, the bar- 
lren soil, whose gaudy weeds pleased the eye and 


j 


| amused the fancy, might be rendered really pro- 
| ductive, and enabled to bring its fruits to maturity. 
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| To love all men is our duty, so far as it includes « 


| general habit of benevolence, and readiness of occa- 


_ sional kindness ; but to love all eaqually is impossible; 
| at least impossible without the extinction of those 
| passions which now produce all our pains and all our 


| pleasures ; without the disuse, if not the abolition, of 


some of our faculties, and the suppression of all our 


_ hopes and fears in apathy and indifference. 


tO 
OP The communications of Plain Truth, and 
B*****, are received, and will be duly attended to. 


MARRIED, 


In this town, on Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr, 
Wilson, Mr. Henry Simmons, to Miss Susan Bellows, 
both of Johnston. | 

On Monday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Crocker, 
Re. Daniel Le. Barron Goodwin, of Sutton, Mass. to — 
Miss Rebecca, daughter of Wm. Wilkinson, Esq. of © 


this town. 


On Wednesilay evening week, by Rev. Mr. Wil- 


son, Mr. Danicl Cheever, to Miss Alice Eliza Henry, 


both of this town. 

In Johnston, 4th inst. Col. Isaac Matthewson, of — 
this town, to Miss Eliza Arnold, daughter of the late — 
Mr. Philip Arnold, of the former place. ' 

In Pawtucket, 8th inst. Mr. Nicholas Goff, to Miss | 
Esther Sweetland, both of that place.—Same even- 
ing, Mr. Marchant Baker, to Miss Elvira Buffington, 
both of that place. 

in Portland, Me. on the 27th ult. by ElderS. Rand, | 
Rev. Russell Streeter, to Miss Faustina Cook, all of 
Portland. PY ; 

In Springfield, Vt. 19th Oct. by Rev. Robert Bart- 
lett, of Hartland, Rev. Dolphus Skinner, of Saratoga 
Springs, to Miss Gratia Walker, daughter of Leonard | 
Walker, Esq. of the former place. 
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DIED, | 
In this town, on Sunday last, Ann Maria, only 


daughter of Mr. Simeon Newcomb, aged 4 years and 
of her mind, to receive all the impressions you may if Sa Re ace 
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GF Neatly executed at this ¢ 
and on favourable terms, . 


Office, at short notice, 
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